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U now unvells
phase II of PIP

By SARAH KAMAU

THE European Union (EU) has
launched the second phase of the
Pesticide Initiative Programme

Pacific (ACP) countries and the
European importers of the fresh
produce. “The growing concerns
of European consumers and

(PIP). A European Cc ission
delegation in Kenya official, Pi-
etro Nardi, said yesterday that 2
total of Shs 3.2 billion will be used
toroll out the programmie that will
run for the next five years.

The EC’s PIP helps exporters
get to grips with European food
safetyrequiremnents and also helps
farmers with the extra casts of
meeting EU standards.

The programme will be
managed by Europe-Africa-
Caribbean-Pacific Liaison
Committee. (COLEACP) -
an association that includes
exporters from African Caribbean

citizens towards enviro al
and ethical issues translates
to constant upgrading of rules
and regulations related to
distribution of fresh products,”
said Nardi at the sidelines of
the Hortec 2010 exhibition
taking place at the Kenyatta
International Conference Centre
(KICC).

Nardi said the launch of
the second phase follows
successful completion of the
first phase which has saw over 80
smallholder organisations and
exportcompanies benefitdirectly
and 30,000 farmers indirectly.

The second phase of the
programme will involve
promotion of healthy fresh
produce distribution and develop
fair trade. Agriculture secretary,
Dr Wilson Songa, said the PIP
programme has beeninstrumental
in capacity building of public and
private enterprises.

In a speech read on his
behalf by deputy director in
the Ministry of Agriculture
Nehemiah Chepkwony, Songa
noted that though horticulture
is the leading foreign exchange
earner, the sector continues to

“This calls for a constant and
frequentneed to provide capacity-
building to the farmers to enable
them meet the dynamic demands
in the market,” he said,

He said efforts should be
directed towards supporting
Kenya attain the set standards
and assistance towards meeting
the sanitary and phytosanitary
MEASUIEs.

In the first phase, the PIP
programme supported the
national horticulture task force
meetings, field visits and establish
a permanent office for the task
force.

It also assisted the Kenya
PlantHealth Inspectorate Service
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(KEPHIS)tofacilitate tailor-made
specific trainings in the United
Kingdom (UK) for its officers
in the Analytica] Chemistry
Laboratory department while
the Fresh Produce Exporters
Association of Kenya (FPEAK)
wasassisted in doing promotional

be faced with many chall

that include interception of
the produce due to pests, new
regulations and market standards
and environmental concerns.

activit dtothe horticulture
sub sector through local and
international hortifairs such as
the International Fresh Fruit fair
Berlin Germany.

PIP Hortlcultural Gorporation pellcy advisar Morag Webb speaks to journallsts at KICC during the launch of PIP phase two

programme yesterday. This was after a workshop

that created an opportunity for the PIP team to meet with represantatives of
ey
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the Kenyan fruit and vegetable sub-sector, PIP is teking part In the ongoing Hortec exhibition. She Is with P ¥
of the Ministry of Agriculture - JAMES KAESA

MPC move to lower CBR
meant to stimulate lending

By CONSTANT MUNDA

IN order to stimulate lending
in the credit market to support
economic growth, the Monetary
Policy Committee (MPC) has
further lowered the Central Bank
Rate (CBR) by 25 points from
seven percent 1o 6,75 percent.
Kenya's economic recovery,
the MPC noted during its weekly
report, was gaining momentum
based on the available evidence
but needed enhanced supply of
credit together with monetary
policy support and the ongoing
economic stimulus package to
achieve the expected prospects.
In its January and February
market review, MPC noted that
the evidence at their disposal

showed that short term interest
rate including repo, interbank
and Treasory bill rates continued
dipping in the two months under
review.

MPC says in the report thal
the horizontal repo (security
repurchase agreement) wasmow
more frequent in the yield curve
but was yet to realise its potential
in redistributing liquidity.

The policies on lengthening
the maturity of debtand removing
discontinuities registered success
resulting in upsurge of credit to
the private sector in both numbers
and volume though it fell short
of market demand at 1.6 percent
compared to the desired rate of
10 percent.

By MARY MORURI

ORGANISER of Information
Communication Technology
(ICT) events across Africa,
AITEC Africa, has announced
that it will be holding the 2010
AITEC Banking & Mobile Mon-
ey West Africa Conference atEko
Hotel's early next month,

AITEC chairman Sean
Moroney, said they had selected
EkoHotel because of the excellent
facilities now available at its new
centre, enabling them to hold a
fully integrated conference and
expo event, reflecting the event’s
statug as a world-class industry
forum.

The conference follows a
period of intense restructuring in
Nigeria's banking industry and
| irs theme: “Thought leadership

AITEC meet set for April
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“Weare pleased tobe holding
one of the first events at the new
centre,” said Moroney.
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NSE ALL SHARE INDEX (NAST) UP 0,54 points to close at 84.11
NSE 20-SHARE INDEX (1966=100) UP 25.06 points to close at 4042.87
Turnover Yesterday Shs 303,608,011 Previous Shs 303,826,316




